


























USING LIVE TRACE TO : 

Make a vector drawing out of a hand drawing for laser cutting  

Make a clean black silhouette line drawing in marker pen, make all the lines are joined.  

PHOTOSHOP 

1. Scan your drawing as a PDF 

2. Open PDF in Photoshop 

3. Image>Mode>Grey Scale  

4. Unlock Background from layer panel by clicking on the padlock. It will become Layer0 

5. Crop 

6. Clean up drawing if you need to get a high contrast line drawing 

7. SAVE 

8. Ctrl A (select all) 

9. Ctrl C (Copy) 

 

ILLUSTRATOR 

10. Open a new blank document in Illustrator 

11. Ctrl V (paste your image in) 

12. IMAGE TRACE and Manipulate the threshold 

13. EXPAND 

14. Right click on the image and ungroup 

15. Cntrl A >Object>Compound Path>Release 

16. White Arrow, Click an area in the object 

17. Select>Same>Fill and Stroke>Delete on the keyboard 

18. Black Arrow Cntrl A 

19. Change Stroke and Fill on the side panel >no fill, black line, 0.25 line weight at the top. 

20. Change Colour to RGB from Grey Scale. 



 

1. Read through safe operating procedures on the wall  
2. Turn on computer.  
3. Turn on laser, extractor and compressor.  
4. Plug in memory stick 
5. Open Coral DrawX7. Icon on top left of desktop. (it takes a minute to open)

 
6. File >Open>yourfile 
7. Select All (Ctrl A), square anchor points will appear 



 
8. Change line weight and colour > bottom right of the screen you will see an Icon>line weight 

is hair line for cut>red is the colour for cut>blue for etch 
 

 
9. File >Print>OK 
10. Bottom right of the screen you will see a little up arrow, click it choose the red diamond.  
11. Universal Laser system will appear.  
12. Measure the thickness of your material.  
13. Open Lid of the Laser place your material. Make sure that it is flat. Leave lid open at this 

point.  



14. On the screen chose the move tool. Move your design to align with the material. 

 
15. Choose the pointer tool. Click on the white of the screen at one of the edges of your design. 

The laser will move to this point and you will see the red pilot light. This is just a light, the 
laser only goes once the lid is shut.  



 
16. Once the alignment of material is right then shut the lid.  
17. Set the settings. Click the settings button at the bottom right of the screen.  
18. The first tab at the top is materials database click that. Scroll through the menu and choose 

the right material.  Type in the thickness of your material. >Apply>Ok 



 

19. DOUBLE CHECK EVERYTHING! IS THE EXTRACTION ON? 
20. Hit the big green play button top right.  
21. Your cut will be finished when the laser head returns to the home position and is no longer 

cutting.  
22. Wait a minute for any smoke and/or gasses to clear, then open the lid and remove your 

work.  
23. Any usable scraps can go in the bins by wall, rubbish in the big wheeley bin.  
24. If you are the last user turn of the laser at the power button on the top of the unit turn off 

extraction and compressor. 


