






 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Link: https://youtu.be/4y9-22sckIU 
 

Link: https://youtu.be/lzT1jWb-nWY 
 

Link: https://youtu.be/lxhBsJHp2TQ 
 
 







































How to import and export your animation using Photoshop 
 
1. Open Photoshop and go to File > New. Set the preset menu to Film & Video, and set 
the size menu to HDTV 1080p/29.97. Give your document a name and click OK 

 
 
2. Now go to Window > Timeline to open the timeline panel. We need to create a 
dummy layer so that we can set the frame rate to 12. Do this by going to Layer > Video 
Layers > New Blank Video Layer. 
 
3. Now click on the timeline panel menu button and choose Set Timeline Frame Rate. 

 
 



4. Set the frame rate to 12 and click OK. 
 
5. Now import your image sequence by going to Layer > Video Layers > New Video 
Layer From File.  Browse for your image sequence and select just the first file in the 
sequence. Click Open. 
 
Your animation will now be in your timeline. Drag the time indicator or use the play 
controls to preview your animation.  
 
If you need to brighten your animation go to Layer > New Adjustment Layer and choose 
Brightness and Contrast. Use the controls on this adjustment layer to brighten the 
animation.  
 
Save your Photoshop document at this point. 
 
6. To export your animation as a video file and save it to your hard drive, go to File > 
Export > Render Video. In the dialogue window that appears make sure that in the 
Location area you have chosen an appropriate folder to save the video into.  
 
Leave all the other settings alone and click Render. Congratulations on producing this 
stop motion animation from scratch! 

 



How to resize images in Photoshop using automation 

1. Open Photoshop and open the first frame in your animation sequence. 

2. Go to Window > Actions to open the actions panel. 

3 In the top right corner of the actions panel is a small button. Click this to open the actions menu 

and choose New Action. In the New Action window that pops up click Record. 

 

4. Now go to Image > Image size and in the pixel dimensions area, in the Width field type 1920 then 

click OK. 

5. Now go to File > Save. 

6. Now go to File > Close. 

7. Now look at the bottom of the Actions panel and click the square stop recording button. 

 

8. Now go to File > Automate > Batch. In the Batch window where it says Source Folder click on the 

Choose button and browse for the folder that containes all of your frames. Choose this folder then 

click OK in the Batch window.  

Photoshop will now open each image in that folder, resize it, save it then close it. Wait till it has 

finished then go through the Premiere worksheet. 

 



How to set up Keyboard Shortcuts for Next and Previous frames 
 
1. Once Photoshop is open, got to Edit > Keyboard Shortcuts. 
 
2. In the window that opens, click the Shortcuts For menu and choose Panel Menus. 
 

 
 
3. In the area below, scroll down until you find Timeline (Video) and click the arrow next to 
it. 
 

 
 
4. Click Next Frame in the list to select it, and then press F6 on your keyboard. You will get 
a warning but click the Accept button anyway. Now click Previous Frame in the list, and 
press F5 on the keyboard, again click the Accept button. Finally click the OK button. 
 

 
 
You can now use the F5 and F6 keys to move the Time Indicator backwards and forwards 
one frame at a time. 



How to set up Photoshop for rotoscoping 
 
1. Create a new document in the same way we have before at 1920 px wide and 1080px 
high. 
 
2. Go to Window > Timeline, create a video timeline and set the timeline framerate to 12fps. 
 
NOTE: There is a guide on moodle (How to set up Photoshop for animation) which explains 
the above process in detail. Please use it if unsure about these steps, It is important to get 
this part right. 
 
3. Go to Layer > Video Layers > Add Video Layer From File. Browse for the video on your 
hardrive and open it. 
 
4. Your video will now appear in your timeline. Rename this layer to ‘video’. Use the Move 
tool to position the video where you want. You can also scale the video larger or smaller. To 
do this click Show Transform Controls in the options area at the top when using the Move 
tool, this will show the handles around the video. Start dragging a corner handle and click 
OK in the window that pops up. The video may go white, don’t worry. When you have scaled 
the video press enter to apply the change. 
 
5. Now create a new video layer to animate on by going to Layer > Video Layers > Create 
Blank Video Layer. Make sure this new layer is above the previous layer and name it 
‘animation’. Drag it up in the layers palette NOT the timeline. 
 
6. Now you are ready to animate on the ‘animation’ layer over the top of the video layer! 
 
TIPS: 
 

• You might want to reduce the opacity of the ‘video’ layer to about 75% so that you 
can see what you are drawing more clearly. 

• It’s a good idea to lock the ‘video’ layer once you have it set up so that it can’t be 
moved accidentally. You also only want to draw on the ‘animation’ layer so that you 
can delete the ‘video’ layer later if you wish to. 

• Remember to set your brush to 100% hardness. 
• You don’t have to start animating on frame one of the timeline. Move the time marker 

to an interesting point in the video and start drawing there. You can render a section 
later using the work area bar. 

• Draw quickly, and don’t be tied down to all the detail. 
• Add your own elements! Use your imagination! 
• Draw in black and white, but add a splash of colour for impact every now and then. 
• Save your work often! 

 
 



How to set up Photoshop for traditional animation  
 
1. Open Photoshop and go to File > New. In the New Document dialogue set the units to pixels 
and the width to 1920 and the height to 1080. Leave the resolution as is. Click Create.  
 
2. Go to Window > Timeline to open the timeline. Click the Create Video Timeline button in the 
center of the timeline.  
 
3. Click the panel menu button in the top right corner of the timeline and choose Set Timeline 
Frame Rate… In the window that pops up set the frame rate to 12. 
 

  
Panel menu button  
 
4. Slide the zoom slider at the bottom of the timeline roughly to the middle so you can see the 
layer clearly.  
 

 
 
5. Create a video layer by going to Layer > Video Layers > New Blank Video Layer. Rename the 
bottom layer by double clicking its name in the Layers panel. Call it “background”. Rename the 
video layer “animation”. Your timeline should look like this:  
 

 
 

NOTE: Video layers are light blue and static layers are purple. Also look at your animation layer 
in the Layers panel. Note that it has a filmstrip icon in the thumbnail. 

 



How$to$batch$rename$files$in$Adobe$Bridge$
$
1.$Open$Adobe$Bridge$
$
2.$Browse$for$image$sequence$using$file$browser$at$the$left$of$
the$screen$
$
3.$Once$you$can$see$your$images$in$the$content$pane,$slide$the$
zoom$slider$all$the$way$to$the$left.$

$
$
4.$Select$all$images$in$the$content$area$by$dragging$a$selection$
box$over$them.$Make$sure$they$are$all$selected.$
$
5.$Click$and$hold$the$Refine$button$and$choose$Batch$Rename$

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$



6.$Set$up$file$name$with$appropriate$information.$Remove$the$
date,$give$it$a$new$name$and$set$the$number$of$digits.$

$

$
$
7.$Click$the$Rename$button$


